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REMARKS 

INTRODUCTION: 

In accordance with the foregoing, claims 1, 4, 7, 10, 11, 14, 17, 20, and 23 have been 
amended. Support for the amendments may be found at least at paragraph [0042] of the above- 
identified application and thus no new matter has been presented. 

Claims 1-23 are pending in the present application. Claims 1, 4, 7, 10, 11, 14, 17, 20, 
and 23 are independent claims. 

CLAIM OBJECTIONS: 

Claims 7 and 20 stand objected to due to informalities. 

Claims 7 and 20 have been amended to address the objections and to clarify the 
recitations. Accordingly, it is respectfully requested these objections be withdrawn. 

REJECTIONS UNDER 35 USC 103: 

Claims 1-23 stand rejected under 35 U.S.C. §1 03(a) as being unpatentable over U.S. 
Patent No. 4,787,076 (" Deguchi") . The rejections are respectfully traversed for at least the 
following reasons. 

Amended independent claim 1 recites at least the following: 

a high-pass filter which removes all AC components from the SPP 
signal such that only DC components of the SPP signal remain; 

Deguchi , taken separately or in combination, fails to suggest or disclose at least the 
above-recited features. 

As the Office Action notes on page 3, last paragraph, " Deguchi does not specifically 
disclose a high pass filter which removes AC components from the SPP signal." The Office 
Action asserts however, that Deguchi describes "a low-pass filter which removes AC 
components from the SPP signal" at col. 4, lines 49-51 . The Office Action further asserts that "it 
would have been an obvious matter of design choice to provide a high-pass filter to ground 
versus having a low-pass filter in series with the SPP signal." 
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Even assuming arguendo that the Office Action assertions are true, Deguchi still fails to 
disclose all of the above-recited features of amended independent claim 1 . A potential benefit of 
removing "all AC components from the SPP signal such that only DC components of the SPP 
signal remain," is that a "DPP signal can be stably generated regardless of disc track pitch, as 
stated, for example, in paragraph [0045] of the present application. 

Accordingly, Applicants respectfully submit that amended independent claim 1 patentably 
distinguishes over Deguchi , and should be allowable for at least the above-mentioned reasons. 
Since similar features recited by each of the independent claims 4, 7, 10, 11, 14, 17, 20, and 23, 
with potentially differing scope and breadth, are not taught or disclosed by Deguchi , the rejection 
should be withdrawn and claims 4, 7, 10, 11, 14, 17, 20, and 23 also allowed. 

Further, Applicants respectfully submit that claims 2, 3, 5, 6, 8, 9, 12, 13, 15, 16, 18, 19 
21, and 22, which variously depend from independent claims 1, 4, 7, 10, 11, 14, 17, 20, and 23, 
should be allowable for at least the same reasons as claims 1, 4, 7, 10, 11, 14, 17, 20, and 23, 
as well as for the additional features recited therein. 

REQUEST FOR ENTRY IN ACCORDANCE WITH 37 CFR 1.116: 

Entry of this Amendment in accordance with 37 CFR 1 .1 16 is respectfully requested 
because the enclosed amendments either comply with requirements of form expressly set forth 
in the previous Office Action, or present the rejected claims in better form for consideration on 
appeal. 
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CONCLUSION: 

There being no further outstanding objections or rejections, it is submitted that the 
application is in condition for allowance. An early action to that effect is courteously solicited. 

Finally, if there are any formal matters remaining after this response, the Examiner is 
requested to telephone the undersigned to attend to these matters. 

If there are any additional fees associated with filing of this Amendment, please charge 
the same to our Deposit Account No. 1 9-3935. 



Respectfully submitted, 



STAAS & HALSEY LLP 





1201 New York Avenue, N.W., Suite 700 
Washington, D.C. 20005 
Telephone: (202)434-1500 
Facsimile: (202)434-1501 
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